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Introduction 

Patricia McKellar, Senior Teaching and Learning Advisor, UK Centre for Legal Education (UKCLE) – The Higher Education Academy’s Subject Centre for Law

Patricia McKellar is currently Senior Teaching and Learning Advisor at UK Centre for Legal Education (UKCLE). Her remit is to support and develop legal education across the UK. She identifies, manages, advises on and mentors legal education projects funded by UKCLE and works with colleagues throughout the UK in developing project ideas. She also co-ordinates UKCLE's web-based services and materials on e-learning.

Prior to joining UKCLE, Patricia was a Senior Lecturer in Legal Practice at the Glasgow Graduate School of Law at University of Strathclyde where she was actively involved with the e-learning applications designed to deliver the legal practice courses. She has previously worked at Glasgow Caledonian University and is a qualified solicitor in Scotland. In November 2010 she will commence work as Senior Lecturer Learning and Teaching (Laws) on the International Law programme at the University of London. 

The experience of other disciplines

Adam Mannis, Assistant Director, UK Centre for Materials Education (UKCME), University of Liverpool – The Higher Education Academy’s Subject Centre for Materials Education

Adam joined the UK Centre for Materials Education in March 2001. He has previous experience of coordinating applied engineering and environmental projects for industrial and public sector bodies. More recently he managed university-based research initiatives comprising consortia of national and European partners, employing quantitative and qualitative research methodologies, with outputs that supported change in both policy implementation strategies and practice of HE learning & teaching. 

Adam is currently Project Manager/ Subject Adviser to the UK Centre for Materials Education 'Supported Change Programme'.

Effective representation 

Ant Bagshaw, National Union of Students (NUS)
This session will use scenarios to probe ways in which students' representatives can improve the way in which they engage with academics and institution managers bringing constructive criticisms to staff-student committees. During the workshop, students will learn techniques for focusing on solutions and gain an understanding of the impact a positive approach can have.


Ant Bagshaw is Student Engagement Officer at the National Union of Students (NUS). He works on a project in collaboration with the Higher Education Academy which seeks to enhance students' engagement with curriculum design, module feedback and representation. Underlying the project is the principle that the best student engagement can be achieved through effective working relationships between students, students' unions, academics and institution managers. Ant is also a part-time student at the Open University and prior to working at NUS was a full-time Education Officer in Cambridge's students' union following his completion of a history degree there.

Open discussion session

Adam Mannis (UKCME) and Patricia McKellar (UKCLE)
Key issues in learning and teaching practices for law students. How students see the forum developing. 

See biographies for Adam Mannis and Patricia McKellar on previous page.
Communication and negotiation skills workshop 

Rebecca Huxley-Binns, Reader in Law, Nottingham Trent University and Law Teacher of the Year Winner 2010
The session will explore the nature of professional practice and communications skills. Participants will explore their own competitive natures and adapt their instincts as necessary for negotiation success.


Rebecca Huxley-Binns is the Module Leader for criminal law (taught in year two), the law of evidence (final year) and Critical Legal Thinking (final year). She is also one of the Mistresses of the Moots, which means she teaches on the final year mooting module; trains the student mooters for the national mooting competitions and helps the student Law Society (LEX) with its internal mooting competition (open to all law students). Rebecca is Module Leader for the law of evidence on the LLB Distance Learning, tutors the students on mooting, and has delivered a range of courses on the Distance Learning programme in Hong Kong, including staff development. In addition, Rebecca is the Coordinator for Staff Development for the Academic Division of the Law School and is the Coordinator for Learning enhancement for the whole Law School. She is co-chair of the Learning and Teaching Enhancement Group and is also a member of the Nottingham Law School Quality Monitoring Committee and has led various staff development seminars (e.g. on eLearning, assessments, marking and moderation). She is also a Co-Founder and Chair of the Legal Education Group (part of the Centre for Legal Research). Rebecca was awarded UK Law Teacher of the Year in 2010.

Simulated staff student meeting (role play)

Michael Bromby, Reader in Law, Glasgow Caledonian University
This session will be a series of facilitated role play simulations with students being given a scenario and told to act in that role e.g. a student who feels aggrieved at the way she has received feedback, late return of coursework, complaints etc.  Further group discussion will concentrate on the 'right way' to present information to the Committee, what other information could have been gathered before-hand, etc.  Once the students have played ‘student roles’ we will then let you 'play' at being staff members and see if you can deal with our complaints any better!

Michael Bromby is employed as a reader in law and was previously a research fellow with the Joseph Bell Centre for Forensic Statistics and Legal Reasoning. The Centre is based at the School of Law and the School of Mathematics at The University of Edinburgh the Law Department at Glasgow Caledonian University, and in association with the Lothian and Borders Police Forensic Laboratories.

Michael graduated from the University of Stirling with BSc (Hons) in Molecular and Cell Biology and subsequently from Edinburgh University with an LLM, specialising in Medical Jurisprudence, Intellectual Property and Artificial Intelligence & Legal Reasoning. He also holds a Diploma in Forensic Medical Sciences from The Society of Apothecaries and Glasgow University and is a member of the Institute of Educational Assessors. Prior to his current appointment, Michael was a technical consultant for a company specialising in police software solutions and facial composite systems.

As an Executive Member of the British and Irish Law, Education and Technology Association (www.bileta.ac.uk<http://www.bileta.ac.uk/>), Michael organised the 23rd Annual Conference<http://www.gcal.ac.uk/bileta2008/> at Glasgow Caledonian University. Michael also does work for the UK Centre for Legal Education (www.ukcle.ac.uk<http://www.ukcle.ac.uk/>), the Higher Education Academy's Subject Centre for law, including their blog - Digital Directions.
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